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Please debit Deposit Account No. 23-3178 in the amount of $40.00 for 
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X The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 23-3178. 

X Any additional filing fees required under 37 CF.R. § L16. 

X Any patent application processing fees under 37 CF.R. § 1.17. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees 
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Account No, 23-3178. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. The Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to customization of documents for particular clients 
based on attributes of the clients. More specifically, the present invention relates to server- 
side scripting in which the decision process regarding how customized content is selected 
is removed from a server application and is implemented by a decision engine. 

2. The Prior State of the Art 

As the Internet becomes more accessible and as more information is provided to 
users on the Internet, the need for customizing information for particular uses has become 
more critical. Users can retrieve substantially any type of educational, news, 
entertainment, and general reference information from the Internet, and particularly from 
the World Wide Web. There is often a need for customizing information for particular 
users based on any number of criteria, including language, country, client computer 
hardware, software, and display device properties, level of subscription that the user may 
have subscribed to, and user profiles, such as age, interest, etc. 

Customization of information for users can be performed by Web servers 
associated with individual Web sites including, for example, Internet portals, search 
engines, news services, financial sites, and the like. Customization of information can also 
be performed by servers associated with subscription based information services. 
Examples of such subscription based information services include value-added "members 
only" access to information by Internet service providers and intranets. In any of the 
foregoing examples, customization of information is performed by a server in response to a 
request by a client for a Web page or another document. 
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Extensible Style Language (XSL), which is a standard developed by the World 
Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Active Server Pages (ASP), which is a standard 
developed by Microsoft Corporation of Redmond Washington, are two examples of server- 
side scripting systems whereby customized Web pages can be created at servers for 
particular clients. In either case, conventional customization is performed by a server 
application and an associated script selecting appropriate content for a user based on some 
criteria, such as language of the user. In general, at least three factors are involved in the 
process of selecting customized content for particular users: (1) attributes or properties 
specifically associated with the particular user, (2) the range of different versions of the 
content that are available, and (3) the decision parameters or criteria that select particular 
content based on the attributes or properties of the users and the range of available content. 

Existing customization systems, such as those using ASP or XSL, enable the server 
application, with knowledge of the decision criteria and client attributes or properties (i.e., 
the first and third factors), to select fi-om among various versions of content (i.e., the 
second factor). In XSL and ASP, the various versions of content exist separately from the 
server application in, for example, a database. The decision criteria and the instructions for 
obtaining the attributes or properties associated with the client are encoded directly into the 
source code or scripts of the server applications. Abstracting the content fi:om the server 
application in this matter allows the content to be altered without requiring the source code 
or script to be modified. For example, if the customization process mvolves selecting an 
Internet page based on the user's language and country, the script may include a series of 
"if then" clauses whereby appropriate content is selected based on the value of the 
language and country properties associated with the client. 
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In a specific example, a content database associated with the server could include 
four content files designated as en-US (English in the United States), en-CA (English in 
Canada), fr-CA (French in Canada), and fr-FR (French in France). The "ifthen" clauses in 
the source code or script of the server application represent the decision criteria by which 
the appropriate content file is selected. The benefit of abstracting the content from the 
server application is that particular content file, such as the fr-FR file, can be edited 
without requiring a change in the source code or script. 

The foregoing approaches for customization can be adequate in situations where 
the decision criteria are relatively simple or in which content is selected based on only one 
or two cHent attributes. If a new content file representing a different language and country 
were to be added in a system using conventional customization techniques, the source code 
or scripts executed by the server application must be altered to provide access to the new 
content. In situations where scalability or frequent changes in decision criteria are 
important or m which content is to be selected based on multiple criteria, conventional 
customization systems become unmanageable. For instance, multiple portions of the 
source code or script may need to be individually edited for customization to be adequately 
performed, which can lead to significant administrator resources being required or the risk 
of bugs being infroduced into the code. In the coming years it is expected that 
customization of mformation based on larger number of client attributes and decision 
criteria will be required in many situations, making the need for extensible customization 
methods and systems even more important. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to server-side scripting executed by a server 
application to create customized documents for clients. The process of selecting the 
customized content is abstracted from the script and the server application and is 
implemented by a decision engine that is accessed by the server application. In this 
manner, new content can be easily added and the decision criteria can be conveniently 
modified without the need for changing the source code of the server application or the 
scripts executed by the server application. 

There are two basic phases in the process of creating a customized document, 
namely, assembling the script that is designed to create the document and then executing 
the script. Assembling the script begins as a client issues a request to the server for the 
document. The server application receives the request and begins assembling a script that 
is associated with the requested document. The server application issues a request to the 
decision engine to resolve which content files contain content that is appropriate for the 
client. 

The server application then encounters a Call statement in the script that causes the 
server application to issue a request for a particular template in one of the content files that 
includes customized content or additional instructions for selecting the customized content. 
The template includes a portion of script that is effectively concatenated with the original 
script, resulting m the script bemg supplemented and assembled at runtime. Additional 
requests for other templates can be performed based on the instructions included in the 
original script or the templates that have been added to the original script during runtime. 
Once all the required content files have been resolved and the script has been assembled, 
the script is executed to create the document for the cUent. 
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The foregoing process of customizing documents using server-side scripts has the 
benefit of removing the complexity of the decision process from the server application and 
the scripts to the decision engine and the content files. In particular, the scripts and the 
server application do not include the decision criteria used to identify the appropriate 
content, nor do they indicate to the decision engine how the selection is to be made. 
Instead, the server application merely requests the decision engine to identify appropriate 
content on whatever decision criteria are available to the decision engine. Accordingly, 
script developers or site administrators do not need to concern Uiemselves with the 
decision process when writing scripts, which allows the script writing process to be 
streamlined and greatly reduces the logical complexity of the scripts and the possibility 
that bugs or logical inconsistencies will be introduced. Changes to the decision criteria can 
be made at the decision engine without altering the structure of the scripts. 

Moreover, the scripts and the server application do not need to identify the value of 
attributes of the client (e.g., user language, country, age, level of subscription, etc.) on 
which the decisions will be made. Instead, the decision engine accesses attribute providers 
that exist separately from the server application to identify the values of such attributes. 
This feature of the invention further simplifies the process of writing and maintaining 
scripts for assembling customized documents. 

Removing the decision process from the scripts in this manner also enables 
additional content to be introduced (e.g., support for a new language or country) without 
requiring a change to the scripts. For example, if content in a new language is added to the 
content files associated with the decision engine, the decision criteria of the decision 
engine can be adjusted to select the new language content if the user attributes have a 
particular value without changing the script. 
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In view of the foregoing, the server-side scripting of the invention enables 
customized documents to be efficiently created at runtime for particular clients. 
Customization systems using the invention can be scaled to any number of user criteria and 
different versions of content with only a minimal increase, if any, in the complexity of tiie 
server applications and associated scripts. 

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be set forth in the 
description which follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, or may be 
learned by the practice of the invention. The features and advantages of the invention may 
be realized and obtained by means of the instruments and combinations particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims. These and other features of the present invention will 
become more fully apparent from the following description and appended claims, or may 
be learned by the practice of the invention as set forth hereinafter. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In order that the manner in which the above-recited and other advantages and 
features of the invention are obtained, a more particular description of the invention briefly 
described above will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments thereof which are 
illustrated in the appended dravdngs. Understanding that these dravwng depict only typical 
embodiments of the invention and are not therefore to be considered to be limiting of its 
scope, the invention will be described and explained with additional specificity and detail 
through the use of the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates an exemplary system that provides a suitable operating 
environment for the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary network in which the 
invention can be implemented. 

Figure 3 depicts selected components of a server, including a server application, a 
decision engine, content files, and attribute providers, for customizing a. document for a 
client. 

Figure 4 graphically illustrates one example of a script that is assembled at runtime 
by adding request functionality and content to an original script m response to decisions 
made by the decision engine. 

Figure 5 represents a customized document that has been created accordmg to a 
specific example disclosed herein. 

Figure 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for assembling a server-side script 
to create a customized document according to one embodiment of the invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to server-side scripting systems in which the decision 
criteria as well as the content used to create customized documents are abstracted from the 
server application and encapsulated within a decision engine that is accessed by the server 
application. The server-side scripting of the invention enables server-side scripts of 
potentially high complexity to be executed and supplemented at runtime to create 
documents that are customized to the particular requirements of clients. The embodiments 
of the present invention may comprise a special purpose or general purpose computer 
including various computer hardware, as discussed in greater detail below. 

Embodiments within the scope of the present invention also include computer- 
readable media for carrying or having computer-executable instructions or data structures 
stored thereon. Such computer-readable media can be any available media which can be 
accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer. By way of example, and not 
limitation, such computer-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM 
or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or 
any other medium which can be used to carry or store desired program code means in the 
form of computer-executable instructions or data structures and which can be accessed by 
a general purpose or special purpose computer. When mformation is transferred or 
provided over a network or another communications connection (either hardwired, 
wireless, or a combination of hardwired or wireless) to a computer, the computer properly 
i'iews the connection as a computer-readable medium. Thus, any such a connection is 
Droperly termed a computer-readable medium. Combinations of the above should also be 
ncluded within the scope of computer-readable media. Computer-executable mstructions 
comprise, for example, instructions and data which cause a general purpose computer, 
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special purpose computer, or special purpose processing device to perform a certain 
function or group of functions. 

Figure 1 and the following discussion are intended to provide a brief, general 
description of a suitable computing environment in which the invention may be 
implemented. Although not required, the invention will be described in the general context 
of computer-executable instructions, such as program modules, being executed by 
computers in network environments. Generally, program modules include routines, 
programs, objects, components, data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or 
implement particular abstract data types. Computer-executable instructions, associated 
data structures, and program modules represent examples of the program , code means for 
executing steps of the methods disclosed herein. The particular sequence of such 
executable instructions or associated data structures represent examples of corresponding 
acts for implementing the functions described in such steps. 

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the invention may be practiced in 
network computing environments with many types of computer system configurations, 
including personal computers, hand-held devices, multi-processor systems, 
microprocessor-based or programmable consumer electronics, network PCs, 
minicomputers, mainframe computers, and the like. The invention may also be practiced 
in distributed computing envhonments where tasks are performed by local and remote 
processing devices tiiat are linked (either by hardwired links, wireless Unks, or by a 
combination of hardwired or wireless links) through a communications network. In a 
distributed computing environment, program modules may be located in both local and 
remote memory storage devices. 
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With reference to Figure 1, an exemplary system for implementing the invention 
includes a general purpose computing device in the form of a conventional computer 20, 
including a processing unit 21, a system memory 22, and a system bus 23 that couples 
various system components including the system memory 22 to the processing unit 2L 
The system bus 23 may be any of several types of bus structures including a memory bus 
or memory controller, a peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus 
architectures. The system memory includes read only memory (ROM) 24 and random 
access memory (RAM) 25. A basic input/output system (BIOS) 26, containing the basic 
routines that help transfer information between elements within the computer 20, such as 
during start-up, may be stored in ROM 24. 

The computer 20 may also include a magnetic hard disk drive 27 for reading from 
and writing to a magnetic hard disk 39, a magnetic disk drive 28 for reading from or 
writing to a removable magnetic disk 29, and an optical disk drive 30 for reading from or 
writing to removable optical disk 31 such as a CD-ROM or other optical media. The 
magnetic hard disk drive 27, magnetic disk drive 28, and optical disk drive 30 are 
connected to the system bus 23 by a hard disk drive interface 32, a magnetic disk drive- 
interface 33, and an optical drive interface 34, respectively. The drives and their 
associated computer-readable media provide nonvolatile storage of computer-executable 
instructions, data structures, program modules and other data for the computer 20. 
Although the exemplary environment described herein employs a magnetic hard disk 39, a 
removable magnetic disk 29 and a removable optical disk 31, other types of computer 
readable media for storing data can be used, including magnetic cassettes, flash memory 
cards, digital video disks, Bernoulli cartridges, RAMs, ROMs, and the like. 
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Program code means comprising one or more program modules may be stored on 
the hard disk 39, magnetic disk 29, optical disk 31, ROM 24 or RAM 25, including an 
operating system 35, one or more application programs 36, other program modules 37, and 
program data 38. A user may enter commands and information into the computer 20 
through keyboard 40, pointing device 42, or other input devices (not shown), such as a 
microphone, joy stick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, or the like. These and other input 
devices are often connected to the processing unit 21 through a serial port interface 46 
coupled to system bus 23. Alternatively, the input devices may be coimected by other 
interfaces, such as a parallel port, a game port or a universal serial bus (USB). A monitor 
47 or another display device is also connected to system bus 23 via an interface, such as 
video adapter 48. In addition to the monitor, personal computers typically include other 
peripheral output devices (not shown), such as speakers and printers. 

The computer 20 may operate in a networked environment using logical 
connections to one or more remote computers, such as remote computers 49a and 49b. 
Remote computers 49a and 49b may each be another personal computer, a server, a router, 
a network PC. a peer device or other common network node, and typically includes many 
or all of the elements described above relative to the computer 20, although only memory 
storage devices 50a and 50b and their associated application programs 36a and 36b have 
been illustrated in Figure 1. The logical connections depicted in Figure 1 include a local 
area network (LAN) 51 and a wide area network (WAN) 52 that are presented here by way 
of example and not limitation. Such networking environments are commonplace in office- 
wide or enterprise-wide computer networks, intranets and the Internet, 

When used in a LAN networking environment, the computer 20 is connected to the 
local network 51 through a network interface or adapter 53. When used in a WAN 
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networking environment, the computer 20 may include a modem 54, a wireless link, or 
other means for establishing conmiunications over the wide area network 52, such as the 
Internet, The modem 54, which may be internal or external, is connected to the system bus 
23 via the serial port interface 46. In a networked environment, program modules depicted 
relative to the computer 20, or portions thereof, may be stored in the remote memory 
storage device. It will be appreciated that the network connections shown are exemplary 
and other means of establishing communications over wide area network 52 may be used. 

Figure 2 illustrates an exemplary environment in which the invention can be 
practiced. In Figure 2, clients 100 access resources on the network by means of Internet 
110, It should be noted that Internet 1 10 is merely one example of the local or wide area 
networks in which the server-side scripting of the invention can be practiced. Clients 100 
can be any general pxirpose or special purpose computer such as those described above in 
referenced to Figure 1. For instance, clients 100 can be set-top boxes or Internet terminals 
that use a television set as a display device for displaying Web pages. Alternatively, 
clients 100 can be personal computers that access the Internet. 

Web servers 120 represent server computers associated with particular Web sites. 
Examples of Web servers 120 include those that provide access to search engines, Internet 
portals, information services such as news and financial data, or any other Internet site in 
which customized documents are to be provided to clients 100 using the server-side 
scripting methods of the invention. Proxy server 130 represents a computer that provides 
access to subscription-based information services, an example of which is the WebTV 
service of WebTV Networks, Inc. of Mountain View, California. Either one of proxy 
server 130 and Web servers 120 can implement the invention in any particular 
embodiment. The network environment of Figure 2 is presented for purposes of 
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illustration, and the invention can be practiced with other networks and servers. For 
example, intranet servers, local area network servers, and the like, can be used to 
implement the server-side scripting techniques disclosed herein. 

Figure 3 illustrates the interaction between the client and a server as a document is 
customized for the client according to one embodiment of the invention. The 
customization process begins as client 100 transmits a uniform resource identifier (URI) 
that represents that request for the document to Internet 110 and server 140 as shown in 
Figure 3 at arrow 142. Server application 144 operating at server 140 recognizes the 
request for the document and begins assembling a script 146 that is associated with the 
particular document requested by cUent 100. In environments in which server 140 can 
generate a plurality of different web pages, server application 144 has access to a plurality 
of scripts 146, each being adapted to generate a particular document. 

Prior to proceeding to specific examples of scripts and scripting syntax that can be 
used to implement the invention, general principles associated with using server-side 
scripting to customize documents will be fiirther described in reference to Figure 3. As 
server application 144 begins assembling script 146, it encounters code indicating that 
certain content files 150 are to be resolved in order to allow customized data to be 
incorporated into the document. During the process of assembling the script, server 
application 144 requests decision engine 148 to perform decisions and select appropriate 
content. 

In one embodiment, decision engine 148 is one that has been disclosed in U.S. 

Patent Application Serial No. / , entitled "Selecting Attribute Based 

Content for Server Applications," which was filed on the same day as the present 
application and is incorporated herein by reference. As described in the foregoing patent 
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application, decision engine 148 selects appropriate content from content files 150 without 
receiving information specifying the decision criteria from server application 144. In other 
words, the decision criteria are abstracted from server application 144 and script 146 and 
are encapsulated in decision engine 148. In order to request a decision identifying the 
appropriate content, server application 144 merely requests decision engine 148 to identify 
the appropriate content without mforming the decision engine of any decision criteria that 
are to be used to make the decision. 

Abstracting tiie decision criteria from server application 144 and script 146 into 
decision engine 148 enables the decision criteria to be modified as desired without 
requiring the code of the server appUcation or script to be modified. Moreover, developers 
or site administrators who write scripts 146 do not need to be concerned about how 
decision engine 148 will identify the appropriate content for particular clients, but instead 
merely write the scripts to request the decision engine to make this determination. 

As shovra on Figure 3, decision engine 148 can identify values of attributes or 
properties associated with clients 100 by referring to attribute providers 152, which are any 
software module, database, or other source of information specifying the values of such 
attributes or properties. In this manner, the developers or site administrators writing scripts 
146 do not need to be concerned with, identifying the values of the attributes associated 
with clients 100 or with providing these values to decision engine 148. Further details 
regarding decision engine 148, content files 150, and attribute providers 152 according to 
one embodiment of the invention are disclosed in U. S. Patent Application Serial No. 

^ entitled "Selecting Attribute Based Content for Server Applications," 

which has been incorporated herein by reference. 
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In reference to Figure 3, it is noted that all three primary factors identified above 
for performing a decision to select appropriate content for a particular client can be 
abstracted from server application 144 and script 146. First, the values of the attributes or 
properties associated with client 100 can be obtained by attribute providers 152; second, 
;he various versions of the content available for assembling the document can be obtained 
from content files 150; and third, the decision criteria for selecting the appropriate content 
ire located at decision engine 148. 

As decision engine 148 identifies appropriate content and informs server 
ipplication 144 of the content, this appropriate content is retrieved from content files 150 
ind is used by server application 144 to continue the process of creating the customized 
iocument. In one embodiment, the customized content from content files 150 is in the 
brm of fiirther portions of script that are concatenated with the portions of script already 
)resent in script 146 to assemble the script at runtime, as will be described in greater detail 
)elow. As fiirther portions of the script are retrieved from content files 150, script 146 can 
)ecome as complex as is necessary to customize the document for cHent 100 as desired, 
ndeed, as additional portions of script are obtained from content files 150 and 
ioncatenated with script 146, these additional portions of script can in turn resuh in 
lecision engine 148 being asked to select more content that is appropriate for client 100. 
)nce the Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) or other document has been customized 
nd created, the document is transmitted to client 100 as indicated at arrow 154. 

Figure 4 graphically illustrates one example of how script 146 of Figure 3 can be 
ssembled at runtime in preparation for creating a customized document with any level of 
omplexity. The script represented by Figure 4 is assembled as the server application 
ssues requests for the decision engine to resolve content files, the contents of which are 
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concatenated into the original script. The elements of Figure 4 represented by circles 
correspond to operations included in the script that request a decision from the decision 
engine regarding the appropriate content to be included in the customized document. The 
elements in Figure 4 represented by squares correspond to content to be used to be used to 
create the document. The hierarchical nature of Figure 4 represents the manner in which a 
request to the decision engine for a decision can result in further decisions and, eventually, 
specific content. 

The portion of Figure 4 above dotted line 160 represents the portion of script 
originally contained in the script processed by the server application. For instance, request 
162 and content 163 and 164 are originally encoded in script 146 of Figure 3. In this 
example, the server application, when identifying which content files are to be resolved, 
encoxmters requests 162 and 163, which are requests to the decision engine to identify, or 
resolve, an appropriate version of specified content for the document being created. The 
types of content that can be requested by a server application according to the invention 
can be any aspect of a document that can be customized for a particular user. For example, 
the content can be text, images, executable code embedded in a document, formatting of a 
displayable size of the document, formatting of displayed portions of the document, other 
formatting, and the Uke. 

In this example, request 162 results in the decision engine identifying content 166, 
additional request 168, additional request 170, and content 172. Request 163 results in the 
identification of content 165. As elements 165-172 are identified by the decision engme, 
these requests and content are effectively concatenated with the original script to assemble 
the script at runtime according to the attributes of the client, the particular content included 
in the content files, and the decision criteria at decision engine 148. Again, it is noted that 
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the server application 144 issues requests for the decision engine 148 to resolve content 
files, thereby causing the original script to be supplemented at runtime in a manner enables 
a customized document to be created for a particular client without the script or the server 
application having the burden of making the decisions or even including information that is 
used to make the decisions. 

In this example, after request 162 results in the identification of an additional 
request 168, the creation of the customized document fiirther includes server application 
144 issuing request 168 to the decision engine. As a result, additional request 174 is 
identified to the server application and is concatenated v^ith the previously assembled 
script. In turn, request 174 is made by server application 144 to decision engine 148 and 
content 176 is returned to server application 144 and concatenated with the previously 
assembled script. In a similar manner, request 170 results in content 178 being identified 
by decision engine 148 and concatenated with the previous assembled script. The 
foregoing process assembles a script at runtime that includes content represented by 
elements 164, 165, 166, 172, 176, and 178. 

Once this content has been identified, server application 144 executes the 
assembled script to create a document, such as an HTML document. Depending on the 
nature of requests 162 and 163 included in the original script and supplemental requests 
168, 170 and 174, the decision engine selects appropriate content elements that can include 
images, text, formatting, or any other feature of the document that is to be tailored to a 
particular client. 

In order to further illustrate the method for assembling the script at runtime and 
using the script to generate a customized document as shown in the example of Figure 4, 
the following portions of pseudocode are presented. It is to be understood that the 
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particdar syntax used to implement the invention is not critical, and the following 
examples are presented for purposes of illustration only. 

In this example, it is assumed that a server 140 of Figure 3 receives a request from 
a client 100 for a home page document of a Web site that is to be customized to include 
information tailored to the attributes of client 100 and a user of the client. The original 
script 146 (also represented by elements 162^ 163, and 164 of Figure 4) selected by server 
application 144 is one which corresponds to a basic template for constructing the requested 
document. The original script could be: 

MAIN. JNX (Original Script) 

<% resolve Strings %> 
<% resolve Screen %> 

<% template Main %> 

<% call Banner %> 
<% call HelloText %> 
Enjoy Your Visit 
<% end-template %> 

At this point, the server application 144 begins a process of resolving which 
content files are selected to be appropriate to create the document. The "resolve Strings" 
statement in the original script represents a request to the decision engine 148 of Figure 3 
to resolve, or identify, a particular "strings" file from content files 150 that is determined to 
be appropriate for client 100. For instance, content files 150a are designated for purposes 
of this example as "strings" files that contain content specifically tailored to certain clients 
or certain users. Based on decision criteria available to decision engine 148, the decision 
engine accesses an attribute provider to receive information specifying one or more 
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attributes of client 100. Based on the specified one or more attributes and the decision 
criteria, the appropriate "string" file is selected from content files 150a, As noted 
previously, the decision criteria can be any desired criteria that can be selected and 
configured by an administrator of server 140 and can be edited and altered without 
changing the script 144. Moreover, the decision criteria are isolated from the script 144, 
such that the script writer does not need to be concerned with the decision process that v^U 
be applied to the script. 

If the decision criteria indicate that the string files 150a are to be resolved using the 
language and country of the user of client 100, the decision engine 148 accesses an 
appropriate attribute provider 152 and identifies the language and country of the user, 
which may be stored in a database containing user profile information. For instance, the 
decision engine may leam that the user is associated vrith language and country attributes 
designated by "en-US" (EngUsh in the United States), in which case, the decision engine 
identifies the string file 150a that is for use with "en-US." Isolating the decision criteria 
from script 144 in this manner enables the administrator of server 140 to add support for 
other languages and countries by adding new content files 150a (e.g., ja-JA: Japanese in 
Japan) and editing the decision criteria as necessary without changing script 144, 

The next line in the original script above is another Resolve statement, namely, 
"resolve Screen", This statement represents a request to the decision engine 148 to 
identify a screen file 150b that is selected to be appropriate for client 100. In this example, 
the screen files 150b include configuration or formatting content (i.e., formatting 
information) for various types of display devices that may be used by clients, such as those 
that use the Phase Altemating Line (PAL), National TV Standards Committee (NTSC), or 
other display device standards. Again, decision engine 148 selects the appropriate screen 
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file 150b based on whatever decision criteria have been selected by, for example, an 
administrator of server 140, For instance, decision engine 148 may learn that client 100 
has an NTSC display device, in which case, the decision engine selects the screen file 150b 
that has configxiration or formatting content specifically tailored for NTSC display devices. 

Server application 144 of Figure 4 continues to process the original script and 
encounters a "Template" statement, which indicates that the nested code represents 
instructions for generating a document or a portion thereof In this example, the original 
nested contents of the "template Main" statement include a "Call" statement and specific 
content to be included in the generated document. The statement "call Banner" represents 
an example of request 163 of Figure 4, "call HelloText" represents an example of request 
162, and "Enjoy Your Visit" represents an example of content 164. Attention will now be 
directed to the processing initiated by the statements "call Banner" and "call HelloText", 
Because the initial stage of the process of creating the customized document relates to 
resolving files and concatenating portions of script, specific content, such as "Enjoy Your 
Visit" is not processed at this stage, but is instead used after the script has been assembled 
to create the document. 

As the server application 144 processes the "call Banner" statement, a request is 
made to decision engine 148 to identify the "Banner" content that is appropriate for client 
100. In response, decision engine 148 selects the suitable "Banner" content, which is 
found in the "screen" content file 150b that has previously been selected as being 
appropriate for client 100. In this example, decision engine returns to server application a 
supplemental portion of script that has been found to correspond to "Banner" in the 
specified "screen" content file 150b: 
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SCREEN. JNX (Supplemental Script A) 
<% template Banner %> 
Banner [Image] 

<% end-template %> 

The template "Banner" includes an image represented by Banner [Image], which 
corresponds to content element 165 of Figure 4. Supplemental script A is concatenated 
with the original script to generate concatenated script A: 

Concatenated Script A 

<% template Main %> 

<% template Banner %> 
Banner [Image] 

<% end-template %> 

<% call HelloText %> 

Enjoy Your Visit 
<% end-template %> 

Server application 144 then processes the "call HelloText" statement, requesting 
decision engine 148 to identify the "HelloText" content that is appropriate for client 100. 
In response, decision engine 148 selects the suitable "HelloText" content, which is found 
in the "strings" content file 150a that has previously been selected as being appropriate for 
client 100. In this example, decision engine retums to server application a supplemental 
portion of script that has been found to correspond to "HelloText" in the specified 
"strings" content file 150a: 
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STRINGS.JNX (Supplemental Script B) 

<% resolve Images %> 

<% template HelloText %> 

Hello Subscriber of 

<% call TVServicelmage %> 

<% call Affinitylmage %> 

Welcomes You 
<% end-template %> 

The foregoing supplemental script B includes a Resolve statement that results in 
decision engine 148 further resolving a content file (e.g., an image content file 150c) that is 
designated as appropriate for client 100. In this example, the appropriate image content 
file 150c is selected based on a client attribute indicating an enhanced television service to 
which the client is subscribed and an affmity group with which a user of the client 
identifies himself. For instance, a client profile associated that is associated with client 
100 and which is accessible to an attribute provider 152 can specify which organization 
(e.g., non-profit organizations, sports teams, etc.) the user of the client has been identified 
with. In this example, the client has been identified with the charitable organization, "The 
Human Fund," and the decision engine resolves an associated image content file 150c. 

It is noted that the "template HelloText" includes the content "Hello Subscriber 
of, the Call statements "call TVServicelmage" and "call Affinitylmage" and the content 
"Welcomes You", which correspond to the content and request elements 166, 168, 170, 
and 172 of Figure 4. 

The supplemental script B is effectively concatenated with the original script to 

yield: 
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Concatenated Script B 

<% template Main %> 

<% template Bamier %> 

Banner [Image] 
<% end-template %> 
<% template HelloText %> 

Hello Subscriber of 

<% call TVServicelmage %> 

<% call Affinitylmage %> 

Welcomes You 
<% end-template %> 
Enjoy Your Visit 
<% end-template %> 

Server application 144 then proceeds to the Call statement "call TVServicelmage" 
and thereby requests from the decision engine 148 the appropriate content designated by 
"TVServicelmage." Decision engine 148 then selects the appropriate "TV Service Image" 
content from images content file 150c, which has been previously resolved as being 
suitable for client 1 00. 

The image content file 150c includes the following: 

IMAGES.JNX 

<% resolve Subscription %> 

<% template TVServicelmage %> 

<% call Subscriptionlmage %> 
<% end-template %> 
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<% template Affinitylmage %> 
Human Fund [Image] 
<% end-template %> 

In this example, decision engine 148 returns to server application 144 a 
supplemental portion of script that has been found to correspond to "TVServicelmage" in 
the specified image content file 150c, which is a portion of the file Images.jnx: 

Supplemental Script C 

<% resolve subscription %> 

<% template TVServicelmage %> 

<% call Subscriptionlmage %> 
<% end-template %> 

The foregoing supplemental script B includes a "resolve" statement that results in 
decision engine 148 further resolving a "subscription" content file among a plurality of 
available subscription content files that is designated as appropriate for client 100. In this 
example, the appropriate "subscription" content file 150n is selected based on a client 
attribute indicating an enhanced television service to which the client is subscribed. In this 
example, a client profile associated that is associated with client 100 and which is 
accessible to an attribute provider 152 specifies that the client is subscribed to "FooTV", 
and the decision engine resolves an associated subscription content file. It is noted that the 
"template TVServerlmage" includes the Call statement, "call Subscriptionlmage", which 
corresponds to the request element 174 of Figure 4. 
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The supplemental script C is effectively concatenated with the concatenated script 
B to yield: 

Concatenated Script C 

<% template Main %> 

<% template Banner %> 
Banner [Image] 
<% end-template %> 
<% template Hello Text %> 
Hello Subscriber of 
<% template TVServicelmage %> 

<% call Subscriptionlmage %> 
<% end-template %> 
<% call Affmitylmage %> 
Welcomes You 
<% end-template %> 
Enjoy Your Visit 
<% end-template %> 

At this point, it is evident that script 144 of Figure 3 can be asserdbled at runtime 
and can have any desired degree of complexity to customize a document to the particular 
attributes of the client based not on the contents of the original script or on the source code 
of server application 142, but instead based on the decision criteria associated with 
decision engine 148 and the contents of content files 150. Moreover, the assembled script 
can include any number of nested template blocks, each of which may have been selected 
based on any of a number of extensible attributes associated with the client. 
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Returning to the present example, server application 142 continues recursively 
resolving files and concatenating the contents of the resolved file into the script. The next 
portion of the script to be processed is the portion of concatenated script C represented by 
supplemental script C, v^hich contains the Call statement, "call Subscriptionlmage", This 
Call statement results in decision engine 148 being requested to identify from the 
appropriate subscription content file 150n the "Subscriptionlmage'' that is appropriate for 
client 100, In this example, decision engine 148 selects the foUov^ng portion of script: 

SUBSCRIPTION,JNX (Supplemental Script D) 

<% template Subscriberlmage %> 

FooTV [Image] 
<% end-template %> 

It is noted that the "template TVServerlmage" includes an image represented by 
FooTV [Image], w^hich corresponds to the content element 178 of Figure 4. The 
supplemental script D is effectively concatenated with the concatenated script C to yield: 

Concatenated Script D 

<% template Main %> 

<% template Banner %> 
Banner [Image] 
<% end-template %> 
<% template HelloText %> 
Hello Subscriber of 
<% template TVServicelmage %> 

<% template Subscriberlmage %> 
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FooTV [Image] 

<% end-template %> 
<% end-template %> 
<% call Affmitylmage %> 
Welcomes You 
<% end-template %> 
Enjoy Your Visit 
<% end-template %> 

At this point, server application 144 has traversed the script to a portion of script 
(e.g., the content that corresponds to element 178 in the hierarchical niodel of Figure 4) 
that has no child node. In this case, server application advances to the next portion of 
script that has not yet been processed, namely, the Call statement "call Affinitylmage". 
This Call statement corresponds to the request element 170 of Figure 4, and results in a 
request to decision engine 148 for the appropriate content designated by "Affinitylmage". 
Decision engine 148 then selects the suitable "Affinitylmage" content from image content 
file 150c, which has been previously resolved. In this example, decision engine 148 
returns to server application 144 a supplemental portion of script that has been found to 
correspond to "Affinitylmage" in the specified image content file 150c: 

Supplemental Script E (from Images.jnx) 

<% template Affinitylmage %> 
Human Fund [Image] 
<% end-template %> 
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The "template Affmitylmage" includes an image represented by Human Fund 
[Image] 5 which corresponds to the content element 176 of Figure 4. The supplemental 
script E is effectively concatenated with the concatenated script D to yield: 

Concatenated Script E 

<% template Main %> 

<% template Banner %> 
Banner [Image] 
<% end-template %> 
<% template HelloText %> 
Hello Subscriber of 
<% template TVServicelmage %> 

<% template Subscriberlmage %> 

FooTV [Image] 
<% end-template %> 
<% end-template %> 
<% template Affinitylmage %> 
Human Fund [Image] 
<% end-template %> 
Welcomes You 
<% end-template %> 
Enjoy Your Visit 
<% end-template %> 

At this stage of the process, there are no more Call statements in the concatenated 
script, meaning that server application 144 has made all requests necessary for assembling 
the script and preparing to use the script to create the customized document for the client. 
Although not presented in the foregoing example, any of the templates can include 
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formatting information that is selected to be applicable to the client based on the client 
attributes associated with the type of display device of the client. 

The server application can then execute concatenated script E to create the 
customized document. The document can be created by generating an HTML or another 
document having the content, including formatting, that is specified in the concatenated 
script Eo For instance, the HTML document 180 generated by the server application using 
the script may appear generally as illustrated in Figure 5. Document 180 has six regions 
164\ 165\ 166', 172\ 176', and 178' that represent content and which correspond to 
elements 164, 165, 166, 172, 176, and 178 of Figure 4. Document 180 has been 
customized at several levels for the client. For instance, regions 166' and 172' have been 
customized based on the language and country of the user. Region 165' has been 
customized for the type of display device associated with the user. Region 176' has been 
customized based on an affinity group vdth which the user has been identified. Region 
178' has been customized based on a TV service to which the user subscribes. 

Figure 6 is a flow diagram further describing the manner in which a script is 
assembled by a server application resulting in the decision engine identifying supplemental 
portions of script and content to be used to create a customized document. In act 190, 
original script 146 of Figure 3 (i.e., the main script) is added to a list of files to be 
processed (i.e., resolved and examined for relevant content). In decision block 192, it is 
determined whether there remains any unprocessed files in the list. Initially, the main 
script represents an unprocessed file, and the method advances to decision block 194. In 
decision block 194, it is determined whether the unprocessed file includes an unprocessed 
"Resolve" statement. Assuming that there is an unprocessed resolve statement, the server 
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application encounters the "Resolve" statement in the script and the method advances to 
act 196, 

In act 196, and in response to the Resolve statement, the server application issues a 
request to the decision engine to resolve, or identify, content files 150 of Figure 3 that are 
appropriate for client 100 based on whatever criteria are designated at decision engine 148. 

In act 198, the contents of the resolved file are concatenated with the original script^ 
such that the original script is assembled at runtime. In act 200, the resolved file is added 
to the list of files that remain to be processed. In this manner, any additional "Resolve" 
statements or other statements that require the decision engine to perform decisions can be 
processed during the assembly of the script. So long as there remain unprocessed files and 
unprocessed resolve statements, the method returns to acts 196, 198, and 200 until the 
content files have been resolved and the portions of script contained in the content files are 
concatenated with the original script. Based on the contents of the original script, the 
content files, and the decision criteria employed by the decision engine, decision blocks 
192 and 194 and acts 196, 198, and 200 result in the creation, at runtime, of a script that is 
adapted specifically to generate a document that is customized for the particular client and 
user to which it v^U be transmitted. At act 202, the assembled script is executed so as to 
generate the code, such as HTML code, that is to be transmitted to the client. 



The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without departing 
from its spirit or essential characteristics. The described embodiments are to be considered 
in all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the invention is, 
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therefore, indicated by the appended claims rather than by the foregoing description. All 
changes which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the claims are to be 
embraced within their scope. 

What is clauned and desired to be secured by United States Letters Patent is: 
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L In a server included in a network that also includes a client associated with 
specified attributeSj a method of using a decision engine to create a docximent for use by 
the client, the document being customized according to the specified attributes associated 
with the client, the method comprising the acts of: 

processing code associated with a script at the server, including code that, 
when executed, requests the decision engine to select content for the document 
based on at least one attribute of the client; 

receiving from the decision engine an identification of the content that has 
been selected by the decision engine; 

creating the document and incorporating into the document the content that 
has been selected by the decision engine; and 
transmitting the document to the client. 

2. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the act of receiving the 
identification of the content comprises the act of receiving additional script that, when 
executed, results in the content being incorporated into the document. 

3 . A method as recited in claim 2, fiarther comprising the act of assembling the 
script at runtime by concatenating said portion of script and said additional script. 

4. A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein: 

the act of processing code associated with the script is performed by a 
server application operating at the server; and 
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requesting the decision engine to select content for the document based on 
attributes of the client is conducted without the server application communicating 
to the decision engine a value of said at least one attribute of the client. 

5. A method as recited in claim 4, wherein requesting the decision engine to 
select content for the document based on attributes of the client is further conducted 
without the server application communicating to the decision engine criteria by which the 
decision engine is to select the content. 

6. A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the document is a Web page. 

7. A method as recited in claim 6, wherein the content comprises at least one 
of text and an image that are determined to be appropriate for the client. 

8. A method as recited in claim 6, wherein the content comprises formatting 
that is determined to be appropriate for the client. 
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9. In a server included in a network that also includes a client associated with 
specified attributes, a method of creating a document for use by the client, the document 
being customized according to the specified attributes associated with the client, the 
method comprising the acts of: 

assembling a script that includes instructions for creating the document, 
including the acts of: 

upon processing a first statement encoded in the script, issuing to a 
decision engine a request for the decision engine to select a second portion 
of the script based on at least one of the specified attributes without the 
script identifying said at least one specified attribute; and 

receiving fi*om the decision engine the requested second portion of 
the script and concatenating the first portion of the script and the second 
portion of the script; and 

executing the first portion of the script and the second portion of the script 
so as to create the document. 

1 0. A method as recited in claim 9, wherein the act of executing the first portion 
of the script and the second portion of the script so as to create the document further 
comprises the act of continuing to receive nested portions of script fi-om the decision 
engine, including: 

upon processing the second portion of the script, issuing to the decision 
engine a request for the decision engine to select a third portion of the script based 
on at least one of the specified attributes without the script identifying said at least 
one specified attribute; and 
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receiving from the decision engine the requested third portion of the script 
and concatenating the third portion of the script and the second portion of the script 
and the first portion of the script. 

IL A method as recited in claim 9, wherein the act of processing the first 
portion of the script and the second portion of the script comprises the act of receiving 
content selected by the decision engine to be appropriate for the client based on the at least 
one attribute of the client. 

12. A method as recited in claim 9, further comprising the act of receiving a 
request from the client for the docxmient. 

13. A method as recited in claim 12, further comprising the act of transmitting 
the created document to the client. 

14. A method as recited in claim 9, further comprising the act of the decision 
engine selecting the second portion of the script, including: 

identifying, independently of a server application that executes the script, 
decision criteria that are to be used by the decision engine to select the second 
portion; and 

identifying, independently of the server application, the at least one attribute 
of the client that is to be used by the decision engine to select the second portion. 
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15. A method as recited in claim 14, wherein the act of the decision engine 
selecting the second portion of the script further includes applying the decision criteria to 
the at least one attribute to select said second portion of script from among a plurality of 
portions of script. 
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16. In a server included in a network that also includes a client associated with 
specified attributes^ a method of changing a process whereby documents are customized 
for clients based on specified attributes of the clients without altering a script that is used 
by the client to create the documents, comprising the acts of: 

storing a script at the server that, when processed, requests a decision 
engine to select content for a document for a client based on at least one attribute of 
the chent; 

storing a content directory at the server that includes: 

information specifying decision criteria that are used by the decision 
engine when selecting content; and 

content files that mclude content that can be selected by the decision 
engine based on the decision criteria and the at least one attribute of the 
client; and 

in response to a decision to modify documents that are to be made available 
to clients, altering at least one of the information specifying decision criteria and 
the content files without altering the script. 

17. A method as recited in claim 1 6, fiirther comprising: 

prior to the act of altering, executing the script at the server and generating a 
first document for a particular client; and 

after the act of altering, executing the script at the server and generating a 
different, second document for the particular client. 
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18. A method as recited in claim 17, wherein the act of altering at least one of 
the information specifying decision criteria and the content files comprises the act of 
altering the information specifying decision criteria, 

19. A method as recited in claim 17, wherein the act of altering at least one of 
the information specifying decision criteria and the content files comprises the act of 
altering the content files. 

20. A method as recited in claim 16, further comprising the acts of : 

prior to the act of altering, executing the script at the server and generating a 
first document for a first client having a first set of attributes; and 

prior to the act of altering, executing the script at the server and generating a 
different, second document for a second client having a different, second set of 
attributes. 

21. A method as recited in claim 16, further comprising the act of maintaining 
one or more attribute providers from which the decision engine can request values of the at 
least one attribute of the client. 
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22. In a server included in a network that also includes a client associated with 
specified attributes, using a decision engine to create a document for use by the client, the 
document being customized according to the specified attributes associated with the client, 
the method comprising the acts of: 

processing a resolve statement in a script that requests the decision engine 
to select a content file that has content determined to be appropriate for the client 
based on one or more of the specified attributes associated with the client; 

processing a call statement in the script that requests the decision engine to 
select particular content fi-om the selected content file; 

incorporating the code representing the particular content selected by the 
decision engine into the script; and 

executing the script that has the code incorporated therein, resulting in 
creation of a document that includes the particular content, 

23. A method as recited in claim 22, wherein the act of incorporating the code 
representing the particular content selected by the decision engine comprises the acts of: 

receiving a supplemental portion of script fi"om the decision engine; 

concatenating the script and the supplemental portion of script; 

processing a supplemental call statement included in the supplemental 
portion of script that requests the decision engine to further select the particular 
content; and 

receiving code representing the particular content from the decision engine. 



- Page 40 - 



Docket No. 14531.70 



I 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 



24. A method as recited in claim 22, wherein the act of executing the script 
results in creation of an HTML document that includes the particular content. 

25. A method as recited in claim 22, wherein the act of processing the resolve 
statement is conducted such that the decision engine selects the content file that has content 
determined to be appropriate from among a plurality of available content files. 

26. A method as recited in claim 25, wherein the act of processing a call 
statement in the script is conducted such that the decision engine selects the particular 
content from the selected content file, wherein others of the plurality of available content 
files have different versions of the particular content. 
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27. A computer program product for implementing, in a server included in a 
network that also includes a client associated with specified attributes, a method of creating 
a document for use by the client, the document being customized according to the specified 
attributes associated with the client, the computer program product comprising: 

a computer-readable medium carrying computer-executable instructions for 
performing the method, the method comprising the acts of: 

assembling a script that includes instructions for creating the 
document, including the acts of: 

upon processing code included in a first portion of the script, 
issuing to a decision engine a request for the decision engine to 
select a second portion of the script based on at least one of the 
specified attributes wthout the script identifying said at least one 
specified attribute; and 

receiving fi-om the decision engine the requested second 
portion of the script and concatenating the first portion of the script 
and the second portion of the script; and 

executing the first portion of the script and the second portion of the 
script so as to create the document. 



28. A computer program product as recited in claim 27, wherein the act of 
issembling the script further comprises the act of continuing to receive nested portions of 
script fi-om the decision engine, including: 

upon processing code included in the second portion of the script, issuing to 

the decision engine a request for the decision engine to select a tiiird portion of tiie 
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script based on at least one of the specified attributes without the script identifying 
said at least one specified attribute; and 

receiving firom the decision engine the requested third portion of the script 
and concatenating the third portion of the script and the second portion of the script 
and the first portion of the script. 

29, A computer program product as recited in claim 27, wherein the act of 
receiving fi-om the decision engine the requested second portion of the script comprises the 
act of receiving content selected by the decision engine to be appropriate for the client 
based on the at least one attribute of the client. 

30. A computer program product as recited in claim 27, wherein the method 
fiirther comprises the act of receiving a request fi-om the client for the document. 

3L A computer program product as recited in claim 30, wherein the method 
further comprises the act of transmitting the created document to the client. 

32. A computer program product as recited in claim 27, wherein the method 
fiirther comprises the act of the decision engine selecting the second portion of the script, 
including: 

identifying, independently of a server application that executes the script, 
decision criteria that are to be used by the decision engine to select the second 
portion; and 
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identifying, independently of the server application, the at least one attribute 
of the client that is to be used by the decision engine to select the second portion. 

33. A computer program product as recited in claim 32, wherein the act of the 
decision engine selecting the second portion of the script further includes applying the 
decision criteria to the at least one attribute to select said second portion of script from 
among a plurality of portions of script 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Server-side scripting for creating customized documents for clients is disclosed. A 
server application processes code included in a script, causing the server application to 
issue a request to a decision engine to select content that is designated as appropriate for a 
client based on attributes of the cHent. The request is issued to the decision engine without 
the server application indicating the decision criteria that are to be used or the particular 
attributes of the client on v^^hich the selection is to be based. The decision engine uses the 
appropriate decision criteria and selects content for the document from content files 
associated with the decision engine. The decision engine can instead select further 
portions of script from the content files, which are processed by the server application and 
result in additional decisions being made by the decision engine. In this manner, the 
customization process can be made as complex as necessary without significantly 
increasing the complexity of the scripts executed by the server appHcation. The selection 
complexity is shifted to the decision engine, and changes to the selection logic can be 
made there rather than at the scripts. 



G:\DATA\PAT\WORDPAT\14531.70.doc 



24 



- Page 45 - 



Docket No. 14531.70 



4 




2/4 





3/4 



163 -X 

f request] 



_ORIGINAL_SCRIPT_ 
ASSEMBLED SCRIPT 




165 



T 



FIG. 4 



I 



180 



BANNER 
HELLO SUBSCRIBErOF" 



-^^165' 
-^166' 



I , 



FooTV 



•178' 



. J- 



THE HUMAN FUND 



! WELCOMES YOU 1^172' 
i ENJOY YOUR VISif I 

' J 



•164' 



■176' 



FIG. 5 



4/4 



starT) 

3_ 



ADD MAIN SCRIPT 
FILE TO LIST OF FILES 
TO PROCESS 



-190 




BEGIN EXECUTION AT 
MAIN TEMPLATE 



•190 



STOP 



REQUEST DECISION 
ENGINE TO RESOLVE 
FILE 



CONCATENATE 
CONTENTS OF 
RESOLVED FILE TO 
ORIGINAL SCRIPT FILE 





ADD RESOLVE FILE 
TO LIST OF FILES 
TO PROCESS 









■196 



■198 



■200 



FIG. 6 



